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Week #2 (March 14, 2010) 

 Suggested Text: Romans 5:12-21; 1 Peter 1:17-25; or Cycle C texts 

 Suggested Title: “The Redeemed – Humans are Broken” 

 Big Idea = Realizing our need for a Savior 
 

Scripture Readings: March 7 – 14 (from the Revised Common Lectionary) 

 Isaiah 55:1-9 

 Luke 13:1-9 

 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 
 

 
12

 When Adam sinned, sin entered the world. Adam’s sin brought death, so death spread to everyone, for 

everyone sinned. 
13

 Yes, people sinned even before the law was given. But it was not counted as sin because 

there was not yet any law to break. 
14

 Still, everyone died—from the time of Adam to the time of Moses—even 

those who did not disobey an explicit commandment of God, as Adam did. Now Adam is a symbol, a 

representation of Christ, who was yet to come. 
15

 But there is a great difference between Adam’s sin and God’s 

gracious gift. For the sin of this one man, Adam, brought death to many. But even greater is God’s wonderful 

grace and his gift of forgiveness to many through this other man, Jesus Christ. 
16

 And the result of God’s 

gracious gift is very different from the result of that one man’s sin. For Adam’s sin led to condemnation, but 

God’s free gift leads to our being made right with God, even though we are guilty of many sins. 
17

 For the sin of 

this one man, Adam, caused death to rule over many. But even greater is God’s wonderful grace and his gift of 

righteousness, for all who receive it will live in triumph over sin and death through this one man, Jesus Christ. 

 
18

 Yes, Adam’s one sin brings condemnation for everyone, but Christ’s one act of righteousness brings a right 

relationship with God and new life for everyone. 
19

 Because one person disobeyed God, many became sinners. 

But because one other person obeyed God, many will be made righteous. 

 
20

 God’s law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more, 

God’s wonderful grace became more abundant. 
21

 So just as sin ruled over all people and brought them to death, 

now God’s wonderful grace rules instead, giving us right standing with God and resulting in eternal life through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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 INTRODUCE SERMON TOPIC “THE REDEEMED” 

 READ ROMANS 5:12-21 

 PPLLAAYY  VVIIDDEEOO  “GOOD-O-METER” 

 BRIEF COMMENTARY AND TRANSITION FROM VIDEO TO “4 – THINGS” 

 

44  TTHHIINNGGSS  TTOO  KKNNOOWW  AABBOOUUTT  TTHHEE  ““RREEDDEEEEMMEEDD””  AANNDD  ““RREEDDEEMMPPTTIIOONN””  

II..  Humans are broken  

aa..  Matthew 19:17 -- "Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If 

you would enter life, keep the commandments."  

bb..  Romans 3:10 -- "None is righteous, no, not one"  

IIII..  Humans can’t fix themselves (People are incapable of fixing their own brokenness).  

a. Ephesians 2:8-9 ς άDƻŘ ǎŀǾŜŘ ȅƻǳ ōȅ Ƙƛǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜŘΦ !ƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ŎǊŜŘƛǘ 

for this; it is a gift from God. Salvation is not a reward for the good things we have done, so 

none of us can boast about it.έ 

IIIIII..  Redemption is freely given (God offers the gift of salvation-redemption freely and to all) 

IIVV..  Redemption has requirements 

WWHHAATT  AARREE  TTHHEEYY??  

  AACCTTIIOONN::  

1. RREEPPEENNTTAANNCCEE  

  LLUUKKEE  1133::11--99  

 (vs3) άΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ 

DƻŘΦέ 

 (vs5) άΧL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƻƻΦέ  

  LLUUKKEE  1177::33  άLŦ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴǎΣ ǊŜōǳƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΤ ǘƘŜƴ ƛŦ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜΣ 

forgiveΧέ   
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2. BBEELLIIEEVVEE//OOBBEEYY    

  JJOOHHNN  88::2244  ----  άThat is why I said that you will die in your sins; for unless you believe 

that I Am who I claim to beΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƛŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎΦέ   

  HHEEBBRREEWWSS  55::99  ----  άIn this way, God qualified him as a perfect High Priest, and he became 

the source of eternal salvation for all those who obey him.έ   

  22  TTHHEESSSS  11::88--99  ----  άHe will come with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, bringing 

ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻw God and on those who refuse to obey the Good 

News of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with eternal destruction, forever 

separated from the Lord and from his glorious power.έ   

3. BBEEAARR  FFRRUUIITT  

  LLUUKKEE  33::77--1100  ----  ά²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎǊƻǿŘǎ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ WƻƘƴ ŦƻǊ ōŀǇǘƛǎƳΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά¸ƻǳ ōǊƻƻŘ ƻŦ 

snakes! Who ǿŀǊƴŜŘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƭŜŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎ ǿǊŀǘƘΚ tǊƻǾŜ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ȅƻǳ ƭƛǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŜŘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ DƻŘΦ 5ƻƴΩǘ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΣ 

Ψ²ŜΩǊŜ ǎŀŦŜΣ ŦƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎŎŜƴŘŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ !ōǊŀƘŀƳΦΩ ¢Ƙŀǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎΣ ŦƻǊ L ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΣ 

God can create children of Abraham from these very stones. Even now the ax of 

DƻŘΩǎ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǇƻƛǎŜŘΣ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻƻǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŜǎΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘǊŜŜ ǘƘŀǘ 

does not produce good fruit will be chopped down and thrown into the fire.έ   

  JJOOHHNN  1155::11--1177  ----  άI am the true grapevine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off 

ŜǾŜǊȅ ōǊŀƴŎƘ ƻŦ ƳƛƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ǇǊǳƴŜǎ ǘƘŜ ōǊŀƴŎƘŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ Řƻ 

bear fruit so they will produce even more... When you produce much fruit, you are 

my true disciples. This brings great glory to my Father... ¸ƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎƘƻƻǎŜ ƳŜΦ L 

chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit...έ   

SSAACCRRIIFFIICCEE::  

1. DDEENNYY  SSEELLFF  

  MMAATTTTHHEEWW  1166::2244  ----  άThen Jesus said to his disciples, ΨIf any of you wants to be my 

follower, you must turn from your selfish ways, take up your cross, and follow me.Ωέ   

  LLUUKKEE  1144::2277  ----  άAnd if you do not carry your own cross and follow me, you cannot be 

my disciple.έ   

2. LLOOVVEE  GGOODD  

  MMAARRKK  1122::3300  ----  άAnd you must love the Lord  your God with all your heart, all your 

soul, all your mind, and all your strengthέ   
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3. LLOOVVEE  OOTTHHEERRSS  

  MMAARRKK  1122::3311  ----  ά¢ƘŜ ǎŜŎƻƴŘ ƛǎ Ŝǉǳŀƭƭȅ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘΥ Ψ[ƻǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǊ ŀǎ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦέ   

  11  JJOOHHNN  44::1199--2211  ----  άWe love each other[a] because he loved us first. If someone says, ΨI love 

God,Ω ōǳǘ ƘŀǘŜǎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ ǎƛǎǘŜǊΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ƛǎ ŀ ƭƛŀǊΤ ŦƻǊ ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƻǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ 

we can see, how can we love God, whom we cannot see? And he has given us this command: 

Those who love God must also love their Christian brothers and sisters.έ  

 

LENTEN MEDITATION FROM THE THIRD WEEK IN LENT: 

GOD’S HOLINESS AND GRACE AANNDD OUR REPENTANCE, REDEMPTION, RECONCILIATION, AND RESTORATION 

Scripture readings include Isaiah 55:1-9, Luke 13:1-9, and 1 Corinthians 10:1-13 

FFRROOMM  MMYY  JJOOUURRNNAALL  NNOOTTEESS  ((JJBB))::  

Tom Oden writes the following: 

ά¢ƘŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƻƴŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ ŀǇǇǊƻǇǊƛŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ǎŀǾƛƴƎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴτ

ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ ǘŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭƛŜǎǘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎΥ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜΦέ 

~~Thomas C. Oden, Life in the Spirit (HarperCollins, 1992), page 79. 

ά¢ƘŜ hǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜǊƳǎ ƻŦ {ŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊƛǎǘƛŎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƻƭƛŎ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƻ 

salvation is as follows: 

  Repent  

  Be Baptized  

  For the remission of sins  

  Receive the gift of the Holy Spirit  
 

~~Thomas C. Oden, Life in the Spirit (HarperCollins, 1992), page 79. 
 
άwŜƎǊŜǘǘŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŎƘŜŀǇŜƴŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜȄǘŜƴǎƛǾŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŀōǳǎŜΦ ¢ƻ 
understand wƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘΣ ƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ƭƻǎǘΧ  True 
ŎƻƴǘǊƛǘƛƻƴ Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ ōȅŜ ŦŜƛƎƴŜŘΦ bƻǊ Ŏŀƴ ƛǘ ƭŀŎƪ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ŦƻǊǎŀƪŜ ǎƛƴ ŀƭǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΧ wŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ 
requires a decisive reversal of the previous sin-laden course of mind, heartΣ ŀƴŘ ǿƛƭƭΦέ ~~Thomas C. 
Oden 
 
 
 
 

  

http://www.amazon.com/Revival-Martyn-Lloyd-Jones/dp/0891074155?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwtakeyourvi-20&link_code=btl&camp=213689&creative=392969
http://www.amazon.com/Revival-Martyn-Lloyd-Jones/dp/0891074155?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwtakeyourvi-20&link_code=btl&camp=213689&creative=392969
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Scripture Reading: Isaiah 55:1-9 

OONN  IISSAAIIAAHH……  

Vs 1 -- άƛǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΚέ 

ϝϝ ƛƴŦŜǊǎ άŀƴȅƻƴŜέ Ƴǳǎǘ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƴŜŜŘ όǘŀƪŜ ƴƻǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ similarity of the blessings found in the 

Beatitudes of Christ; blessed are the poor in spirit, blessed are those who mourn, blessed are 

ƘǳƳōƭŜκƳŜŜƪΧ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ άōƭŜǎǎŜŘέ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ƻǳǊ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ IƛƳΣ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ άōǊƻƪŜƴέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ 

need of a Rescuer-Savior). ²Ŝ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά²!¢9wέ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ƻǳǊ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ǘƘƛǊǎǘΤ WŜǎǳǎΦ 

Vs 2 -- άlisten ǘƻ ƳŜΧέ 

** infers obedience is a necessary prerequisite 

Vs 3 ς- ά/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ears wide open. Listen ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƭƛŦŜΦέ 

** emphasizes the point made in vs 2, and again infers that obedience is a necessary and prerequisite 

qualification to enter into the covenant. The covenant exists and is open to all who would come, but 

ǘƻ άŎƻƳŜέ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊƛƴƎ άƻǳǊέ ƴŜŜŘΧŀƴŘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎe (as we 

will see). 

Vs 6 -ς άseek the LORD (while you can find Him); call on Him (while He is near)Φέ 

** infers action is required on the part of the human; he must seek God, he must άŎŀƭƭ ƻƴ IƛƳΦέ Also 

indicates that our action has an urgency driven by an unknown timeline-deadline (while you can find 

Him- while He is near). 

Vs 7 -ς άǿƛŎƪŜŘ change ǘƘŜƛǊ ǿŀȅǎέ 

          άbanish ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜǾƛƭ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΧέ 

          άturn to the LORDΦέ 

          άturn to our GODΦέ 

          άHe will forgiveΧέ 

** Once again, the inference is that action is necessary on the part of the human. They must 

άŎƘŀƴƎŜΣέ άōŀƴƛǎƘΣέ ŀƴŘ άǘǳǊƴΧέ ¢ǊǳŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜǎ ŦƻǊƎƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ό[ƪ мтΥоύΦ 

 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah%2055:1-9&version=NLT
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Scripture Reading:  Luke 13:1-9 

   1 Cor. 10:1-13 

OONN  LLUUKKEE……  

 (vs3) άΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘΦέ 

 (vs5) άΧL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƻƻΦέ 

Further considerations (all passages should be considered in their full context): 

 (Lk 13:6) – The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree 

 (Mk 11:12) – Jesus Curses the Barren Fig Tree 

 (Lk 8:9) – The Parable of the Sower 

 (Jn 15:1) – The “Chosen” are expected to bear fruit for God… 

 (Jn 3:7) – “Repent and turn to God…produce fruit in keeping with repentance” 

OONN  11  CCOORRIINNTTHHIIAANNSS  1100……  

 (vs1-5) ά¸Ŝǘ DƻŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ǇƭŜŀǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŎŀǘǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

ǿƛƭŘŜǊƴŜǎǎΦέ 

 (vs6-11) ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǳǎΧέ 

MMYY  TTHHOOUUGGHHTTSS  (jb) 

L ǘƘƛƴƪΣ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƘƻƭŜΣ Ƴƻǎǘ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎέ ŀǊŜ ŘŜƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ŦŀƭǎŜ ǎŜƴǎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅΤ 

not unlike the ancient Israelites to whom Paul refers in the passage from 1 Corinthians 10. My personal 

experience and observation are that we do not bear the fruit that is expected of us. Survey after survey and 

poll after poll indicate that we (Christians) are no different than non-Christians. Simply put, we are not 

bearing godly fǊǳƛǘΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ŜȄŎŜǇǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƻ ǘƘƛǎ ǊǳƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǿƻǊŘǎ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ тύ ǘƘŀǘ 

ǘƘŜ ƎŀǘŜ ƛǎ ƴŀǊǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ άŦŜǿέ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘΦ {ƻ ȅŜǎΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ŀǊŜ ǎƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ōŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ŦǊǳƛǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

glorifying to God. However, there are many (mostύ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ άǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻƴ-

practicing, Christians to whom I refer. I realize my judgment here sounds sanctimonious, but it is not. Our 

ǊƻƭŜ ŀǎ ōŜƭƛŜǾƛƴƎ όǇǊŀŎǘƛŎƛƴƎύ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŜΩǎ ŦǊǳƛǘ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ тΥмт-19) and to help that tree 

to bear good fruit (1 Corinthians 5:12 and James 5:20). 

 

 

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2013:1-9&version=NLT
http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Cor%2010:1-13&version=NLT
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ά.Ŝ ŎŀǊŜŦǳƭ Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ ǘǊŜŀǘ DƻŘΣ Ƴȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘǎΦ  ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ǎŀȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦΣ ΨL Ŏŀƴ ǎƛƴ ŀƎŀƛƴǎǘ DƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴΣ ƻŦ 

ŎƻǳǊǎŜΣ L Ŏŀƴ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ Ǝƻ ōŀŎƪ ŀƴŘ ŦƛƴŘ DƻŘ ǿƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ L ǿŀƴǘ ƘƛƳΦΩ  You try it.  And you will 

sometimes find that not only can you not find God but that you do not even want to.  You will be aware 

of a terrible hardness in your heart.  And you can do nothing about it.  And then you suddenly realize 

that it is God punishing you in order to reveal your sinfulness and your vileness to you.  And there is only 

one thing to do.  ¸ƻǳ ǘǳǊƴ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǎŀȅΣ Ψh DƻŘΣ Řƻ ƴƻǘ Ǝƻ ƻƴ ŘŜŀƭƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŜ ƧǳŘƛŎƛŀƭƭȅΣ 

though I deserve it.  Soften my heart.  Melt me.  L Ŏŀƴƴƻǘ Řƻ ƛǘ ƳȅǎŜƭŦΦΩ  You cast yourself utterly upon 

Ƙƛǎ ƳŜǊŎȅ ŀƴŘ ǳǇƻƴ Ƙƛǎ ŎƻƳǇŀǎǎƛƻƴΦέ 

~~D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones, Revival (Westchester, 1987), page 300. 

Or, you simply become so hardened by your sin that you never turn back to God at all.  (Heb. 3:12-14) 

The point that is evidencing itself through my meditations this week on this collection of Scripture is that 

repentance is the key. There is no following Jesus or forgiveness of sin without repentance; harsh, but true. 

And, even harsƘŜǊ ƛǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǘǊǳǘƘΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŜŘΧ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΦ ¢ƘŜ 

message of grace is the message that most professing Christians love to hear preached, but grace is not a 

limitless checking account to be squandered on the idol of self (Hebrews 10:26-31). It is a dangerous thing 

to think that our selfish actions are going unnoticed (Galatians 6:7). For this reason, Paul warns us that we 

ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀƴŎƛŜƴǘ LǎǊŀŜƭƛǘŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŎƘƻǎŜƴΣέ 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ άŘŜƭƛǾŜǊŜŘΣέ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǘŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŦƻƻŘΣ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŀƴƪ ǘƘŜ ƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ǿŀǘŜǊΧǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ 

ƻƪΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜΣ ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀƭƭΣ DƻŘΩǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ƎƻƭŘŜƴΗ ¸ŀȅΗέ bƻǘ ǎƻΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦŀŎǘǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ 

strewn through the desert and they died because they did not honor God; they never repented of their own 

ǎŜƭŦƛǎƘ ǿŀȅǎΧŀƴŘ ǎƻǳƎƘǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ǎŀǘƛǎŦȅ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƴŜŜŘǎΦ WŜǎǳǎ ǊŜƳƛƴŘǎ ǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴŎŜǎ ƛŦ ǿŜ Řƻ 

ƴƻǘ ƘŜŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊƴƛƴƎǎΤ άΧŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƻƻΣ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘ ƻŦ ȅƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ DƻŘέ ό[ǳƪŜ 

моΥоύ ŀƴŘ άΧL ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘ ǘƻƻέ ό[ǳƪŜ моΥрύΦ !ǎ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƛƴ 

the passage from Luke 13:6-13, Jesus argues for our defense. He wants us to bear fruit and has complete 

confidence that we are ŎŀǇŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƭŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŦǊǳƛǘ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΦ IǳƳōƭŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ άaƛǊŀŎƭŜ 

DǊƻǿέ ǿŜ ŘŜǎǇŜǊŀǘŜƭȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΧ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǇǊǳƴƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƭƛƪŜ ŦŜǊǘƛƭƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ 

only hope; without repentance there is no forgiveness of sin (Luke 17:3). John Cassian and Dietrich 

.ƻƴƘƻŜŦŦŜǊ ǊŜƳƛƴŘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ά¢ǊǳŜ ǊŜǇŜƴǘŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŜǎ ǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘŜŘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾƛŎǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ 

thoroughly experienced. It is a radical act of self-examination reaching into every chamber of the house of 

ǿƛƭƭŜŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦέ 

 

άO that I could repent! O that I could believe! 

Thou, by thy voice the marble rent, The rock in sunder cleave. 

Thou, by thy two-edged sword, My soul and spirit part; 

Strike with the hammer of thy word,!ƴŘ ōǊŜŀƪ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴ ƘŜŀǊǘΦέ 

                                                                                  ~~Charles Wesley 

http://www.amazon.com/Revival-Martyn-Lloyd-Jones/dp/0891074155?ie=UTF8&tag=wwwtakeyourvi-20&link_code=btl&camp=213689&creative=392969


8 

 

Isaiah 55:1-9 (New Living Translation) 
 

 м άLǎ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘƛǊǎǘȅΚ 
      Come and drinkτ 
      even if you have no money! 
   Come, take your choice of wine or milkτ 
      ƛǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ŦǊŜŜΗ 
 2 Why spend your money on food that does not give you strength? 
      Why pay for food that does you no good? 
   Listen to me, and you will eat what is good. 
      You will enjoy the finest food. 
 
 о ά/ƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜŀǊǎ ǿƛŘŜ ƻǇŜƴΦ 
      Listen, and you will find life. 
   I will make an everlasting covenant with you. 
      I will give you all the unfailing love I promised to David. 
 4 See how I used him to display my power among the peoples. 
      I made him a leader among the nations. 
 5 You also will command nations you do not know, 
      and peoples unknown to you will come running to obey, 
   because I, the Lord your God, 
      ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ hƴŜ ƻŦ LǎǊŀŜƭΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ȅƻǳ ƎƭƻǊƛƻǳǎΦέ 
 
 6 Seek the Lord while you can find him. 
      Call on him now while he is near. 
 7 Let the wicked change their ways 
      and banish the very thought of doing wrong. 
   Let them turn to the Lord that he may have mercy on them. 
      Yes, turn to our God, for he will forgive generously. 
 
 у άaȅ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣέ ǎŀȅǎ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ 
      ά!ƴŘ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅǎ ŀǊŜ ŦŀǊ ōŜȅƻƴŘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΦ 
 9 For just as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
      so my ways are higher than your ways 
      and my thoughts higher than your thoughts. 
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Luke 13:1-9 (New Living Translation) 
 
1
 About this time Jesus was informed that Pilate had murdered some people from Galilee as they were 

offering sacrifices at the Temple. 
2
 ά5ƻ ȅƻǳ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘƘƻǎŜ DŀƭƛƭŜŀƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƻǊǎŜ ǎƛƴƴŜǊǎ ǘƘŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ DŀƭƛƭŜŜΚέ WŜǎǳǎ ŀǎƪŜŘΦ άLǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘȅ ǘƘey suffered? 
3
 Not at all! And you will perish, too, 

unless you repent of your sins and turn to God.
 4 

And what about the eighteen people who died when 

the tower in Siloam fell on them? Were they the worst sinners in Jerusalem? 
5 

No, and I tell you again 

tƘŀǘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ȅƻǳ ǊŜǇŜƴǘΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ǇŜǊƛǎƘΣ ǘƻƻΦέ 
  

 
6
 ¢ƘŜƴ WŜǎǳǎ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǎǘƻǊȅΥ ά! Ƴŀƴ ǇƭŀƴǘŜŘ ŀ ŦƛƎ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŀƴŘ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛŦ 

there was any fruit on it, but he was always disappointed. 
7
 Finally, he ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ Ƙƛǎ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊΣ ΨLΩǾŜ ǿŀƛǘŜŘ 

ǘƘǊŜŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎƛƴƎƭŜ ŦƛƎΗ /ǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΦ LǘΩǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǎǇŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴΦΩ 
 

 
8
 ά¢ƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ŀƴǎǿŜǊŜŘΣ Ψ{ƛǊΣ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ƻƴŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŎƘŀƴŎŜΦ [ŜŀǾŜ ƛǘ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ƎƛǾŜ ƛǘ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ 

attention and plenty of fertilizer. 
9
 LŦ ǿŜ ƎŜǘ ŦƛƎǎ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŦƛƴŜΦ LŦ ƴƻǘΣ ǘƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ Ŏǳǘ ƛǘ ŘƻǿƴΦΩέ 

 
 

 
1 Corinthians 10:1-13 (New Living Translation) 
 

 
1
 L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŦƻǊƎŜǘΣ ŘŜŀǊ ōǊƻǘƘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛǎǘŜǊǎ, about our ancestors in the wilderness long ago. 

All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and all of them walked through the sea 

on dry ground. 
2 

In the cloud and in the sea, all of them were baptized as followers of Moses. 
3
 All of 

them ate the same spiritual food, 
4
 and all of them drank the same spiritual water. For they drank from 

the spiritual rock that traveled with them, and that rock was Christ. 
5 

Yet God was not pleased with 

most of them, and their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 
 

 
6
 These things happened as a warning to us, so that we would not crave evil things as they did, 

7
 or 

ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛŘƻƭǎ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛŘΦ !ǎ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇǘǳǊŜǎ ǎŀȅΣ ά¢ƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŀǎǘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘǊƛƴƪƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ƛƴŘǳƭƎŜŘ ƛƴ ǇŀƎŀƴ ǊŜǾŜƭǊȅΦέ 
8
 And we must not engage in sexual immorality as some 

of them did, causing 23,000 of them to die in one day. 
 

 
9
 Nor should we put Christ[c] to the test, as some of them did and then died from snakebites. 

10
 And 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƎǊǳƳōƭŜ ŀǎ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƳ ŘƛŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ŀƴƎŜƭ ƻŦ ŘŜŀǘƘΦ 
11

 These things 

happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn us who live at the end of the 
age. 
 

 
12

 If you think you are standing strong, be careful not to fall. 
13

 The temptations in your life are no 

different from what others experience. And God is faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be 
more than you can stand. When you are tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. 


