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DDEEAARR  CCHHUURRCCHH: AA  ““SSUUMMMMAARRYY””  LLEETTTTEERR  FFRROOMM  TTHHEE  AAPPOOSSTTOOLLIICC  TTEEAACCHHIINNGGSS  OOFF  TTHHEE  NNEEWW  TTEESSTTAAMMEENNTT. 

     November 29, 2009                                                                                                        Compiled and arranged by Jeff Borden 

 

This letter is from Paul, John, and Peter. We are writing to the Church in Warsaw, to you who belong to God 

our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 

Dear brothers and sisters, we can’t help but thank God for you, because your faith is flourishing and your love 

for one another is growing.1 We have not stopped praying for you since we first heard about you. We ask God 

to give you complete knowledge of his will and to give you spiritual wisdom and understanding.  Then the way 

you live will always honor and please the Lord, and your lives will produce every kind of good fruit. All the 

while, you will grow as you learn to know God better and better. We also pray that you will be strengthened 

with all his glorious power so you will have all the endurance and patience you need. May you be filled with 

joy, always thanking the Father. HHee  hhaass  eennaabblleedd  yyoouu  ttoo  sshhaarree  iinn  tthhee  iinnhheerriittaannccee  tthhaatt  bbeelloonnggss  ttoo  hhiiss  ppeeooppllee,,  

wwhhoo  lliivvee  iinn  tthhee  lliigghhtt..    FFoorr  hhee  hhaass  rreessccuueedd  uuss  ffrroomm  tthhee  kkiinnggddoomm  ooff  ddaarrkknneessss  aanndd  ttrraannssffeerrrreedd  uuss  iinnttoo  tthhee  

KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  hhiiss  ddeeaarr  SSoonn,,  wwhhoo  ppuurrcchhaasseedd  oouurr  ffrreeeeddoomm  aanndd  ffoorrggaavvee  oouurr  ssiinnss..2 SSoo  wwee  kkeeeepp  oonn  pprraayyiinngg  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  

aasskkiinngg  oouurr  GGoodd  ttoo  eennaabbllee  yyoouu  ttoo  lliivvee  aa  lliiffee  wwoorrtthhyy  ooff  hhiiss  ccaallll.. May he give you the power to accomplish all the 

good things your faith prompts you to do. Then the name of the Lord Jesus will be honored because of the 

way you live, and you will be honored along with him. This is all made possible because of the grace of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ.3 

Since this new way gives us such confidence, we can be very bold.  We are not like Moses, who put a veil over 

his face so the people of Israel would not see the glory, even though it was destined to fade away.  But the 

people's minds were hardened, and to this day whenever the old covenant is being read, the same veil covers 

their minds so they cannot understand the truth. And this veil can be removed only by believing in Christ.  Yes, 

even today when they read Moses' writings, their hearts are covered with that veil, and they do not 

understand.  But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away.  For the Lord is the Spirit, and 

wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  So all of us who have had that veil removed can see and 

reflect the glory of the Lord. AAnndd  tthhee  LLoorrdd  ----  wwhhoo  iiss  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ----  mmaakkeess  uuss  mmoorree  aanndd  mmoorree  lliikkee  hhiimm  aass  wwee  aarree  

cchhaannggeedd  iinnttoo  hhiiss  gglloorriioouuss  iimmaaggee.4 

SSoo  II  ssaayy,,  lleett  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  gguuiiddee  yyoouurr  lliivveess..  TThheenn  yyoouu  wwoonn''tt  bbee  ddooiinngg  wwhhaatt  yyoouurr  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree  ccrraavveess..    TThhee  ssiinnffuull  

nnaattuurree  wwaannttss  ttoo  ddoo  eevviill,,  wwhhiicchh  iiss  jjuusstt  tthhee  ooppppoossiittee  ooff  wwhhaatt  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  wwaannttss..  AAnndd  tthhee  SSppiirriitt  ggiivveess  uuss  ddeessiirreess  tthhaatt  

aarree  tthhee  ooppppoossiittee  ooff  wwhhaatt  tthhee  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree  ddeessiirreess. These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you 

are not free to carry out your good intentions. But when you are directed by the Spirit, you are not under 

obligation to the Law of Moses.  When you follow the desires of your sinful nature, the results are very clear: 

sexual immorality, impurity, lustful pleasures, idolatry, sorcery, hostility, quarreling, jealousy, outbursts of 

anger, selfish ambition, dissension, division, envy, drunkenness, wild parties, and other sins like these. LLeett  mmee  

tteellll  yyoouu  aaggaaiinn,,  aass  II  hhaavvee  bbeeffoorree,,  tthhaatt  aannyyoonnee  lliivviinngg  tthhaatt  ssoorrtt  ooff  lliiffee  wwiillll  nnoott  iinnhheerriitt  tthhee  KKiinnggddoomm  ooff  GGoodd.  But the 
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Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 

gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things! TThhoossee  wwhhoo  bbeelloonngg  ttoo  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss  hhaavvee  

nnaaiilleedd  tthhee  ppaassssiioonnss  aanndd  ddeessiirreess  ooff  tthheeiirr  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree  ttoo  hhiiss  ccrroossss  aanndd  ccrruucciiffiieedd  tthheemm  tthheerree..    SSiinnccee  wwee  aarree  lliivviinngg  

bbyy  tthhee  SSppiirriitt,,  lleett  uuss  ffoollllooww  tthhee  SSppiirriitt''ss  lleeaaddiinngg  iinn  eevveerryy  ppaarrtt  ooff  oouurr  lliivveess.5  

IImmiittaattee  GGoodd,,  tthheerreeffoorree,,  iinn  eevveerryytthhiinngg  yyoouu  ddoo, because you are his dear children. Live a life filled with love, 

following the example of Christ. He loved us and offered himself as a sacrifice for us, a pleasing aroma to God.  

Let there be no sexual immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God's 

people. Obscene stories, foolish talk, and coarse jokes…these are not for you. Instead, let there be 

thankfulness to God.  You can be sure that no immoral, impure, or greedy person will inherit the Kingdom of 

Christ and of God. For a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this world. Don't be fooled by 

those who try to excuse these sins, for the anger of God will fall on all who disobey him. Don't participate in 

the things these people do.6 Don't be misled -- you cannot mock the justice of God. YYoouu  wwiillll  aallwwaayyss  hhaarrvveesstt  

wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ppllaanntt.  Those who live only to satisfy their own sinful nature will harvest decay and death from that 

sinful nature. But those who live to please the Spirit will harvest everlasting life from the Spirit.  So let's not get 

tired of doing what is good. At just the right time we will reap a harvest of blessing if we don't give up.7 

There is much more we would like to say about this, but it is difficult to explain, especially since you are 

spiritually dull and don't seem to listen. You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching 

others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic things about God's word. You are like babies 

who need milk and cannot eat solid food.  For someone who lives on milk is still an infant and doesn't know 

how to do what is right. Solid food is for those who are mature, who through training have the skill to 

recognize the difference between right and wrong.  So let us stop going over the basic teachings about Christ 

again and again. Let us go on instead and become mature in our understanding. SSuurreellyy  wwee  ddoonn''tt  nneeeedd  ttoo  ssttaarrtt  

aaggaaiinn  wwiitthh  tthhee  ffuunnddaammeennttaall  iimmppoorrttaannccee  ooff  rreeppeennttiinngg  ffrroomm  eevviill  ddeeeeddss  aanndd  ppllaacciinngg  oouurr  ffaaiitthh  iinn  GGoodd.  You don't 

need further instruction about baptisms, the laying on of hands, the resurrection of the dead, and eternal 

judgment.  And so, God willing, we will move forward to further understanding.8 

Oh, my dear children! I feel as if I'm going through labor pains for you again, and they will continue until Christ 

is fully developed in your lives.9  Everything we do, dear friends, is to strengthen you.10 Have I now become 

your enemy because I am telling you the truth?11 I will gladly spend myself and all I have for you, even though 

it seems that the more I love you, the less you love me.12 Dear brothers and sisters, pattern your lives after 

mine, and learn from those who follow our example.  For I have told you often before, and I say it again with 

tears in my eyes, that there are many whose conduct shows they are really enemies of the cross of Christ.  

They are headed for destruction. Their god is their appetite, they brag about shameful things, and they think 

                                                             
5 Galatians 5:16-25 
6 Ephesians 5:1-7 
7 Galatians 6:7-9 
8
 Hebrews 5:11-6:3 

9 Galatians 4:19 
10 2 Corinthians 12:19 
11 Galatians 4:16 
12 2 Corinthians 12:15 



3 
 

only about this life here on earth.  But we are citizens of heaven, where the Lord Jesus Christ lives. And we are 

eagerly waiting for him to return as our Savior.13 AAss  GGoodd''ss  ppaarrttnneerrss,,  wwee  bbeegg  yyoouu  nnoott  ttoo  aacccceepptt  tthhiiss  mmaarrvveelloouuss  

ggiifftt  ooff  GGoodd''ss  kkiinnddnneessss  aanndd  tthheenn  iiggnnoorree  iitt.  For God says, "At just the right time, I heard you. On the day of 

salvation, I helped you." Indeed, the "right time" is now. Today is the day of salvation.14 EExxaammiinnee  yyoouurrsseellvveess  ttoo  

sseeee  iiff  yyoouurr  ffaaiitthh  iiss  ggeennuuiinnee..  TTeesstt  yyoouurrsseellvveess..  SSuurreellyy  yyoouu  kknnooww  tthhaatt  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt  iiss  aammoonngg  yyoouu;;  iiff  nnoott,,  yyoouu  hhaavvee  

ffaaiilleedd  tthhee  tteesstt  ooff  ggeennuuiinnee  ffaaiitthh. As you test yourselves, I hope you will recognize that we have not failed the 

test of apostolic authority.15 

I want you to be encouraged and knit together by strong ties of love. I want you to have complete confidence 

that you understand God's mysterious plan, which is Christ himself. In him lie hidden all the treasures of 

wisdom and knowledge.  I am telling you this so no one will deceive you with well-crafted arguments. For 

though I am far away from you, my heart is with you. And I rejoice that you are living as you should and that 

your faith in Christ is strong.  And now, just as you accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must continue to 

follow him.  Let your roots grow down into him, and let your lives be built on him. Then your faith will grow 

strong in the truth you were taught, and you will overflow with thankfulness. Don't let anyone capture you 

with empty philosophies and high-sounding nonsense that come from human thinking and from the spiritual 

powers of this world, rather than from Christ.  FFoorr  iinn  CChhrriisstt  lliivveess  aallll  tthhee  ffuullllnneessss  ooff  GGoodd  iinn  aa  hhuummaann  bbooddyy..  SSoo  

yyoouu  aallssoo  aarree  ccoommpplleettee  tthhrroouugghh  yyoouurr  uunniioonn  wwiitthh  CChhrriisstt, who is the head over every ruler and authority. When 

you came to Christ, you were "circumcised," but not by a physical procedure. Christ performed a spiritual 

circumcision -- tthhee  ccuuttttiinngg  aawwaayy  ooff  yyoouurr  ssiinnffuull  nnaattuurree. For you were buried with Christ when you were 

baptized. And with him you were raised to new life because you trusted the mighty power of God, who raised 

Christ from the dead.16 SSoo  bbee  ccaarreeffuull  hhooww  yyoouu  lliivvee..  DDoonn''tt  lliivvee  lliikkee  ffoooollss,,  bbuutt  lliikkee  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  aarree  wwiissee..    MMaakkee  

tthhee  mmoosstt  ooff  eevveerryy  ooppppoorrttuunniittyy  iinn  tthheessee  eevviill  ddaayyss.  Don't act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord 

wants you to do.17 Put on your new nature, and be renewed as you learn to know your Creator and become 

like him. In this new life, it doesn't matter if you are a Jew or a Gentile, circumcised or uncircumcised, barbaric, 

uncivilized, slave, or free. CChhrriisstt  iiss  aallll  tthhaatt  mmaatttteerrss,,  aanndd  hhee  lliivveess  iinn  aallll  ooff  uuss.18   

Therefore I, a prisoner for serving the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of your calling, for you have been 

called by God.  Always be humble and gentle. Be patient with each other, making allowance for each other's 

faults because of your love. Make every effort to keep yourselves united in the Spirit, binding yourselves 

together with peace.19 Make me truly happy by agreeing wholeheartedly with each other, loving one another, 

and working together with one mind and purpose.  Don't be selfish; don't try to impress others. Be humble, 

thinking of others as better than yourselves.  DDoonn''tt  llooookk  oouutt  oonnllyy  ffoorr  yyoouurr  oowwnn  iinntteerreessttss,,  bbuutt  ttaakkee  aann  iinntteerreesstt  

iinn  ootthheerrss,,  ttoooo..    YYoouu  mmuusstt  hhaavvee  tthhee  ssaammee  aattttiittuuddee  tthhaatt  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss  hhaadd..2200  WWoorrkk  hhaarrdd  ttoo  sshhooww  tthhee  rreessuullttss  ooff  

yyoouurr  ssaallvvaattiioonn,,  oobbeeyyiinngg  GGoodd  wwiitthh  ddeeeepp  rreevveerreennccee  aanndd  ffeeaarr.  For God is working in you, giving you the desire 
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and the power to do what pleases him.  Do everything without complaining and arguing, so that no one can 

criticize you. LLiivvee  cclleeaann,,  iinnnnoocceenntt  lliivveess  aass  cchhiillddrreenn  ooff  GGoodd,,  sshhiinniinngg  lliikkee  bbrriigghhtt  lliigghhttss  iinn  aa  wwoorrlldd  ffuullll  ooff  ccrrooookkeedd  aanndd  

ppeerrvveerrssee  ppeeooppllee.21 

You should know this, church, that in the last days there will be very difficult times.  For people will love only 

themselves and their money. They will be boastful and proud, scoffing at God, disobedient to their parents, 

and ungrateful. They will consider nothing sacred.  They will be unloving and unforgiving; they will slander 

others and have no self-control. They will be cruel and hate what is good.  They will betray their friends, be 

reckless, be puffed up with pride, and love pleasure rather than God. TThheeyy  wwiillll  aacctt  rreelliiggiioouuss,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  wwiillll  

rreejjeecctt  tthhee  ppoowweerr  tthhaatt  ccoouulldd  mmaakkee  tthheemm  ggooddllyy..  SSttaayy  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  ppeeooppllee  lliikkee  tthhaatt!22  They have depraved minds 

and a counterfeit faith.23 But you must remain faithful to the things you have been taught. You know they are 

true, for you know you can trust those who taught you.  You have been taught the Holy Scriptures from 

childhood, and they have given you the wisdom to receive the salvation that comes by trusting in Christ Jesus. 

All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 

our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to prepare and 

equip his people to do every good work.24 So never be ashamed to tell others about our Lord. And don't be 

ashamed of me, either, even though I'm in prison for him. With the strength God gives you, be ready to suffer 

with me for the sake of the Good News. For God saved us and called us to live a holy life. He did this, not 

because we deserved it, but because that was his plan from before the beginning of time -- to show us his 

grace through Christ Jesus. AAnndd  nnooww  hhee  hhaass  mmaaddee  aallll  ooff  tthhiiss  ppllaaiinn  ttoo  uuss  bbyy  tthhee  aappppeeaarriinngg  ooff  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss,,  oouurr  

SSaavviioorr..  HHee  bbrrookkee  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  ddeeaatthh  aanndd  iilllluummiinnaatteedd  tthhee  wwaayy  ttoo  lliiffee  aanndd  iimmmmoorrttaalliittyy  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  GGoooodd  

NNeewwss..25  

Hold on to the pattern of wholesome teaching you learned from me -- a pattern shaped by the faith and love 

that you have in Christ Jesus.  TThhrroouugghh  tthhee  ppoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  HHoollyy  SSppiirriitt  wwhhoo  lliivveess  wwiitthhiinn  uuss,,  ccaarreeffuullllyy  gguuaarrdd  tthhee  

pprreecciioouuss  ttrruutthh  tthhaatt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  eennttrruusstteedd  ttoo  yyoouu.26 Everything is pure to those whose hearts are pure. But 

nothing is pure to those who are corrupt and unbelieving, because their minds and consciences are corrupted. 

SSuucchh  ppeeooppllee  ccllaaiimm  tthheeyy  kknnooww  GGoodd,,  bbuutt  tthheeyy  ddeennyy  hhiimm  bbyy  tthhee  wwaayy  tthheeyy  lliivvee. They are detestable and 

disobedient, worthless for doing anything good.27 Run from anything that stimulates youthful lusts. Instead, 

pursue righteous living, faithfulness, love, and peace. EEnnjjooyy  tthhee  ccoommppaanniioonnsshhiipp  ooff  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ccaallll  oonn  tthhee  LLoorrdd  

wwiitthh  ppuurree  hheeaarrttss..2288  AAnndd  yyoouu  yyoouurrsseellff  mmuusstt  bbee  aann  eexxaammppllee  ttoo  tthheemm  bbyy  ddooiinngg  ggoooodd  wwoorrkkss  ooff  eevveerryy  kkiinndd. Let 

everything you do reflect the integrity and seriousness of your teaching. Teach the truth so that your teaching 

can't be criticized. Then those who oppose us will be ashamed and have nothing bad to say about us. Teach 

the people to be faithful employees in their workplace; this is a bonus to their employers. They should always 

be agreeable to do the work they are asked. They should not backtalk or steal from their workplace, but show 
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themselves entirely trustworthy and good. Then they will make the teaching about God our Savior attractive in 

every way.  For the grace of God has been revealed, bringing salvation to all people.  And we are instructed to 

turn from godless living and sinful pleasures. We should live in this evil world with wisdom, righteousness, and 

devotion to God, while we look forward with hope to that wonderful day when the glory of our great God and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, will be revealed. HHee  ggaavvee  hhiiss  lliiffee  ttoo  ffrreeee  uuss  ffrroomm  eevveerryy  kkiinndd  ooff  ssiinn,,  ttoo  cclleeaannssee  uuss,,  aanndd  ttoo  

mmaakkee  uuss  hhiiss  vveerryy  oowwnn  ppeeooppllee,,  ttoottaallllyy  ccoommmmiitttteedd  ttoo  ddooiinngg  ggoooodd  ddeeeeddss..  YYoouu  mmuusstt  tteeaacchh  tthheessee  tthhiinnggss  aanndd  

eennccoouurraaggee  tthhee  bbeelliieevveerrss  ttoo  ddoo  tthheemm..  YYoouu  hhaavvee  tthhee  aauutthhoorriittyy  ttoo  ccoorrrreecctt  tthheemm  wwhheenn  nneecceessssaarryy,,  ssoo  ddoonn''tt  lleett  

aannyyoonnee  ddiissrreeggaarrdd  wwhhaatt  yyoouu  ssaayy. 29  

BByy  hhiiss  ddiivviinnee  ppoowweerr,,  GGoodd  hhaass  ggiivveenn  uuss  eevveerryytthhiinngg  wwee  nneeeedd  ffoorr  lliivviinngg  aa  ggooddllyy  lliiffee. We have received all of this 

by coming to know him, the one who called us to himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence.  And 

because of his glory and excellence, he has given us great and precious promises. These are the promises that 

enable you to share his divine nature and escape the world's corruption caused by human desires. In view of 

all this, make every effort to respond to God's promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision of 

moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, and knowledge with self-control, and self-control 

with patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, and godliness with brotherly affection, and 

brotherly affection with love for everyone.  TThhee  mmoorree  yyoouu  ggrrooww  lliikkee  tthhiiss,,  tthhee  mmoorree  pprroodduuccttiivvee  aanndd  uusseeffuull  yyoouu  

wwiillll  bbee  iinn  yyoouurr  kknnoowwlleeddggee  ooff  oouurr  LLoorrdd  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  BBuutt  tthhoossee  wwhhoo  ffaaiill  ttoo  ddeevveelloopp  iinn  tthhiiss  wwaayy  aarree  sshhoorrttssiigghhtteedd  

oorr  bblliinndd,,  ffoorrggeettttiinngg  tthhaatt  tthheeyy  hhaavvee  bbeeeenn  cclleeaannsseedd  ffrroomm  tthheeiirr  oolldd  ssiinnss. So, dear brothers and sisters, work hard 

to prove that you really are among those God has called and chosen. Do these things and you will never fall 

away.  Then God will give you a grand entrance into the eternal Kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, I will always remind you about these things, even though you already know them and are standing 

firm in the truth you have been taught. And it is only right that I should keep on reminding you as long as I 

live.30 

God has given us his Spirit as proof that we live in him and he in us. And as we live in God, our love grows 

more perfect. So we will not be afraid on the Day of Judgment, but we can face him with confidence because 

we live like Jesus here in this world.31 Those who obey God's word truly show how completely they love him. 

That is how we know we are living in him.  TThhoossee  wwhhoo  ssaayy  tthheeyy  lliivvee  iinn  GGoodd  sshhoouulldd  lliivvee  tthheeiirr  lliivveess  aass  JJeessuuss  

ddiidd.32  

DDeeaarr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  kkeeeepp  aawwaayy  ffrroomm  aannyytthhiinngg  tthhaatt  mmiigghhtt  ttaakkee  GGoodd''ss  ppllaaccee  iinn  yyoouurr  hheeaarrttss.33 

Brothers and sisters, I close my letter with these last words: Be joyful. Grow to maturity. Encourage each 

other. Live in harmony and peace. Then the God of love and peace will be with you.34  
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